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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


We are of the opinion that there are 
a number of our subscribers, who have 
been considering the idea of joining The 
Circus Historical Society. In fact some 
of you have written to us about such a 
move 

We wish to call to your attention the 
fact that as of May |, 1959, there will 
be an extra charge of One Dollar to 
take care of the cost of expense involved 
in setting up memberships. That means 
that after May 1, anyone who joins, or 
re-joins, will be expected to pay a dollar 
than the dues listed on the enclosed 
In other words a new member 
$5.00 to join, though 
remain $4.00 


more 
application 
in May will pay 
the annual dues will 

Think it over—the application blank 
is here for you to use—we will welcome 
you into CHS and you can save a dollar 
if you will act at once! 


TO MEMBERS OF CHS 


Your dues in CHS for the year ending 
May 1, 1960 are payable as of May 1 
1959. We are asking you to be of hel 
to us in this matter, All of you know 
that there has been an increase in postal 
rates. IF we send you a notice about 
your dues, it will cost us 4¢ postage 
And it will again cost 4¢ to send your 
membership card back to you—making 
a total of 8¢. If you multiply this by 
350 you can see what an item the post 
age will be. We suggest then, that you 
help to cut this bill down the center, by 
sending in your $4.00—before 
April 1, which is the date we send out 
the annual notice. That way it will cost 
postage for you, and of 

st YOU 4¢ post 
Think about 


f 


dues 


us only 4¢ 
course 

age anyway O it 
it right now, and if you want to be 


help to CHS, send in your dues 


Robert C. King y-Treas 


The Miami News (Fla.) in its January 
10 edition had a review of the Cristiani 
Bros. Circus. Included in this article wa 
the following statement ‘And _ there 
were 4] acts—count ‘em—two hours of 
delight and joy—backing up the 
election as ‘The Circus of 
1958’ by the Circus Histor 


sheer 
the show's 
the Year in 


ical Society 
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Circus Couriers of the 
Late 1800s 


By Fred D. Pfening, Jr. 
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MT pee 
ADVANCE COURIER 








Tae Guest Fore acl SN v| 


Right Gontre-Pole Tents! | 


FIFTEEN HUNDRED RARE ‘aNiMats ‘Lapa ee | 


DOUBLE 
Hippodr 


| ENORMOUS MENAGERIE AND GRAND MUSEUM 


ONE THOUSAND | MEN “a0 HORSES, 


Admission to sll the Tents, 50 cts. Children un 








. ee > In 1903 the Bar trated Herald Pageantry & Art. Both the 
MORE PERFORMING DENS OF ANIMALS THAN ANY SHOW TRAVELING ailey show is- front and back cover were lithographed 
2 10 oa e n approximately 6 colors. A copy of thi 
entitle he 


which w 


articular herald which | have in my 
ection is rubber stamped ‘Dansville 
July 17th.”’ This particular piece 


printed or 
ee perhaps as 


ver 
printed 
the 
elephants 
ver the side 
1 being unload 
and other 
us acts are 
illust {4 on the different pages. Page 


advertising i | 1 entirely t aN enormou: 
BIN ars travelling in ac drawing of the Mighty Sampson, descirb 
a vance of the st d as a matchle monster, the largest 
Frequently the pr Asiatic elephant ever captured. The 
mmers or ha | animal is described as being valued at 


ributor were $100,000 and capable of carrying 100 
with the number 2 





eople in a single load. Another feature 


described with the W Cole show wa: 


number 3. car 


They would enlist 
idents and other 


famous men of tk d. A fine draw 


wax museum of 
the aid of youngster 


t we 
the route t ing illustrates a grand street parade a 
circulate thé given by the Cole show in Melborne 
r herald Australi 
The old urier that | have in my 
unusu' 
at time for 
50,000 copie 


llection i ne issued by the Great 
National Circus in 1864. It is approxi 
mately 4x7 n size and has 18 page 
This booklet states that the show is under 
sitleiilai: feaeer direction of Mrs. Charles Warner, wh« 
Jistrit i t was formerly Mrs. Dan Rice. The book 


is filled with fir print reviews lauding 





booklet imprinte 


with the ate 





slaps warbeeri Th had appeared in variou 


the 70s and 80s, used tor 
from the Courier Company t can be t be mple thor nt t The courier ued by circuses around 
id for the famou F Jelr v Jerfu klet publ d by Cou the turn of the century are truly wonder 


howman, r et 1 é for W. W le int n of ful example f circusana and are a 


preciated mor ally valu f r 8 Tk et v x 9 valuable part of every serious circus col 
illustration: in 
the best wa 

Another concern 
Johnson & Co. printed 

18-page courier, 6x 
Great Forepaug 
of this particular t 
endar for the yea 
years ago | had this part 
Courier reprinted in it 

Upon 

hows were 

tance 

urier 
was i 

juaré 
Show 
vertisir 
Bill 
Frontier 
the seas 
Rider. The 
entitled 
This 
a Wild We 
its performar 
a famou 


Forepau w during the 1888 seasor Center Double Spread — Forepaugh-Sells, 1897 Courier 
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The 1935 Walter L. Main Circus In Retrospect 


By Le Roy A. Dalhaus 


With the great Circus, now just 
mem reminded of the time 
me year the very pleasurable 
xperience ing associated with the 
Walter L. Main Circus. Many of you old 
timers full 1 ‘at this organization 
Circus World! 

their place with 


renown 


century they 

they resorted to 

y rized vehicle At 

the time | played with them, in 1935 


time was running out! The by-gone day 
were just a memory. However, the name 
Walter | Main ] till a household 

1. Mr. Main he built up, through 


1 fine 


vividly remember the many per 
| met during my association 
Circu | knew both Mr 

| al remem 

Rube’ Egan 

ther A fin 


nally © much to both 

Mr nd Mr Main; if it had not been 

for their person interest in furthering 

my University Education | would have 

never been able to complete same. My 
parents were poor people—not able tc WALTER L. MAIN CIRCUS BAND WAGON 
end me to a school of higher learning Picture of Band Members (part of them 
o, | resorted to the next t being taken at Cumberland, Maryland, July, 1935. 

ciated with a musical group; espe 

ally Circus Band 

| joined the Walter L. Main Circu 

in Pittsburgh, Pa. We played a lot of job 

in the Pittsburgh area, al other towns 
and cities in Pennsylvanio. Later we when we were playing jobs in the Hudson 
moved to Cumberland, Maryland and River Valle Seemed the rain would 
other that state. Later r never p—but the people still turned 
iran V 


hifte 


Virginia out weather didn’t dampen their 
pirit e a good Circus performance 
pecially in the 
desire, on the 
inhabitants, the true de 


USL ne advanc s 
usual itinerary advan cus and really enjoy 


truck Cook Tent 
Concession etc. We 


parade in each city or town dur 


very utmost! 

| am a Music Supervise 
large ool System, near St 
am very much interested my 
but, | do never forget my Circus experi 
ence The KNIGHTS OF THE SAW 
DUST TRAIL are truly a fine grour 


They were sincerely dec 


ing the morning; then ballyhoo, matinee 
and evening show. A picture taken in 
Cumberland, Maryland accompanies thi 
irticle. The Band Wagon was painted 
with the typica n c Part of 
the ind member assembled at 
the time this pi 5 taken 

Our Band 4 18 member nas been a long time sinc2 | once 
led by P Zahradka, of Pana playe first chair trumpet with the 
MMline rand bunch of fellow Il de Walter L. Main Circus Band. This fine 
remember my roommate, ‘‘Swede’’ Lund Circus has passed on into oblivion, BUT, 
trum, formerly of Husk O’Hares Orches their wonderful contributions to the 
tro—he could play the sweetest trom- American public in providing good 
tertainment will remain forever 


profe 


bone this side of heaven 
remember the day we re As | write this article during the on 
Big Top at Tower City coming Christmas Season | still receive 
ite an event. The one sO many greeting cards from my former 
riginally used was just about worn associates on the Walter L. Main Show 
ked with disdain the time: Thru the year ur friendships have not 
Ww ue forth been forgotten 
the usual breakdowns—and | correspond quite frequently with Mr 
urse the bad weather—especially Merle Evan the greatest Circus Band 


The BANDWAGON 


Director of ALL! His record with Ring 
ling is above reproach. He now does 
appearances with High School Bands and 
Shrine Circuses. He represents the BEST 
IN SHOW BIZ! And to think he had hi 
first start in my hometown of Nokomi: 
Ilinois; that is why we have so much in 
common 

Many of you readers will be glad tc 
know tk Mr. Sverre O. Braathen, of 
Madison, Wisconsin will soon have r 
the market a new book concerning Circus 
Bands. | have written him many times 
ind given him some information with 

to the Walter L. Main Band 

In conclusion may | reiterate the very 
fact that | do conclusively believe that 

meday the Circus will come back. Just 
a common bit of motivation and a well 


regard 


organized type of re-indoctrination could 
bring about good result 

My personal experience with a Circu 
has enriched my life! | feel that those 
experiences helped me to greater achieve 
ments! 


CHARLIE DUBLE’S MARCHES 
MARCH ON 
Furnished by Walter Rauth 


The following item appeared in the 
Jeffersonville, Indiana Evening News in 
August of 1958, It was in a column call 
ed The Olden Times Revue’ which 
taken from the files of 1908 


Eight New Marches’’ 


‘Mr. C. E. Duble, the well known march 
writer of this city, today sent eight of 
his compositions to Prof. Henry Becker 
bandmaster of John binson hows at 
Tyrone, Pa, The are be used in the 
program. Duble’s marches are gre 
favorites with all the good bands, Hi 
famou Under White Tent is played 
by every band on the road 

Here is a list of all of Mr. Duble 
compositions, 33 in all: Salute to Dalbey 
Floral City, Our Congress, Berry's U. S 
Republic Band, Gallrein Triumphal 
Olivette, Herc f Luzon, Across Canada 
Le Garde D’Honneur, The Magnificent 
Flowers of Paris (Waltz), Prince Imperial 

lute to Williamsport, Under White 
Tents, Luna Dome, Red Coat Battery 
Ringling’s Grand Entry, Among the Lillies 
Waltz, Radio Fans, The Gay American 
Zip Boom Gallop, Sounds from the Harem 
(Oriental), Royal Tournament, Trouper’s 
Greeting, On Florida Shores, Evans 
Fashion Plate, Crimson Plume, Wizard 
of the West, The Circus King, Battle of 
the Winds, Barnum and Bailey's Royal 
Pageant avura, and Old Glory Trium 
phant 

Bravura has been available on record 
in recent years and Old Glory Trium 
phant is on the latest Decca recording 
by Merl Evans’ Band. 
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WAIT UNTIL JUNE 24r 


VAN AMBURGH & CO’S 


GREAT GOLDE i MENAGERIE 


Frost’s ROMAN Circus, 


CONSOL IDATE D POR IS80, 





r3,—- MR. HYATT FROST. 





Sixtieth Consecutive Year of the 


GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH! 
KEWANEE, | till THURSDAY, JUNE 24. 
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FOR NEARLY THREE-QUAR’ 





BEHEMOTH OF HOLY WRIT 
in a Menagerie on this Continent. 
the most rare and interesting anim 


INTERESTING 10 STUDENTS : : 


PERYE 


® 


Bight ‘of the Champion Wonders! 


Y WRIT. 


WAN AMDOROR Ano CO”2 wonETER HOW 
M0 Male and Pomae 


xe 


THURSDAY, EMBER THE DAY AND DATE! “s@ JUNE 24, 


Press Agent's 
Trade Mark 
Prerogatives 


By Bob Parkinson 


Today The Greatest Show on Earth ynonymou' 

with Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey not alway 

er however, and it is interestin © observe how the 

ssed from casua by anyone who took a 

it; was fought f y showmen who came t 

ppreciate its prestige-giving quality and, finally, became 
the co-title of a specific show 


ain that ervations are not based 


protections for the 
actual use and develor 
Jent in the black-and 
ivertising. It is conceivable that 
not always in accordance with 
elieve we can agree that the 
actice, not in legal rights that 
r unenforced. 
the phrase 2» vague; but it 
press agents were the first to make 
f the claim—and that Barnum’s shows stayed 
logan longer than any others, thus gaining 
claim, for Barnum, to being THE Greatest Show 
ther hand. nly thru steadfast repetition, and 
In of time did rnum entrench its associa 
gan; and, even then, an occasional chal 
for himself. Here, we aren't 
tk wherewithal to actually 
because the rise and fall of 
id as to alter the truth from seas 
frequently wa asonoable 
Jepending } vdard 
ermore, ‘‘greatne involve 
fame and notoriety with the 
Ww e greater in fame 
May.’’ What are speaking of 
the actual verbatim, Th 
Eartt IS an advertising slogan or trade 
whether the shows using it fulfilled 
f the phrase 
pe of my collection of newspaper 
the general use of the slogan in 
earlier year t an Barnum. The beautiful ad of 
Amburg}! 880, which is reproduced hereé 
60th consecutive year of ‘The 
Other ad f Batcheller and 
rnum & Springer 1875 (different from P. T 
Forepaugh 1874 use the same phrase, or 
the ame that the public would not differentiate 
the slogan was not identifiable 
used by many in recog 
en word 
the industry appears t 
Barnum & London 


This is the first of @ regulor series on circus newspaper ads by 
Bob Parkinson 
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COMING! COMING! COMING! 


Galliat Brus. & Schaal § 
DBL SHOWS Unie 


A Genuine 

Shows, now 

Supe 

erie « ne 


uble Menag- 
2 Big Shows 


Admission. 


Now Truly The Greatest Show On Earth, 


Barnum & Bailey 


achments were limite 


The 


went 
somehow, the 
Earth 


{ 
insid: 


at B&e 


unt were not 


On 
didn’t ¢ 
ntinental U w erroneou 
Ameri 
need nly 


insid con nta .A. t 


America: v cept as the 


refer \ id - ir 
can 


find 
find 


Br how gather 
itself ‘Now tru 
Earth eer 
In 1902 the F 


The 


crapped their handle 


Greate how and blazene 


their publicity as ‘The 
Earth 


sreatest 
Thus the tw member 


Barat moved to unseat Bar 


num & Bailey aim to fame during the 
jatter 

till 

nymousl 

ny trour 

between th 

ent 

Thi 


ignif yling 


ANDWAGON 


in fame only t 
nm Earth 


t Show 
ever, ev 


lish thei 
I 


repaug 
by B 


3 and 


rnum & 

their 

ad mutual resp 

ther 

e that of the 

When the 
control 


Ringling 
arnum = & 
returned 


and each re 


mark wit 
ciated 
Ever 
Barnum 
inviolate 
Greate 
illustrate 
note that 
the 
would 
trol of the fc 


wa till € 


Trust! 
t that con 


Circu 
uggé 
med slogar 
entially 
matter of private power 
and not affected by 


yright pr 


came with the mer 


f Ringling with 

num & Baile 
brother to ch 

two famed 

their m 

uld ap 

ignif nt that 

hose Barnum 

ver their owr 

evident 

the 


thot it wa 


nin 
publicity 
not until after the 
bine of Ringling 


Barnum & Bailey 


claim t 
the Whether 
thi as due to affec 
tive 31 protection for 
the t le-mark 

to the simple 

competitors > 


Ringling 


phrase 


awe 
the 
verwhelming and obvi 
us superi 

&B i 


whatever 


rity 
unknown 
cause 

The Gre 
n Earth 


Ringling 


est w 
finally 
erty 


Ringling’s c 


Gollmar 
ct for the 
identifying 


other 


Bailey 
umec 
which had 


KELLY-MILLER CIRCUS 
MAKES CHANGES 


ut static from D. R. (D 


uld n 
Miller 
AIG 


2 partner in the 
Kelly-Miller Br 

1 the holding f 
Miller, in’ the 
ming le 
Obert 
Ma 


will become 


f the Gre 


Thi ev 


f the 
k purchasec 


Kelly 
thu: 


ther Kelly 
bec 
H father 


General 


wner 
Miller 
ager, and 
Manager 
Manager f the 


earlier had hi 


rts received, there 


number of changes in the for 


loner a t how. It i 


expected to have a 
p, a Menagerie Tor 
full scale Cook House. It 
| year Kelly-Miller 
The Giraffe 
feature of the 
will be in the 


finally 
beer ver ince 


perate 1 cook house 


which + ng been 
been originally 
midway eparate tor 


menag 1s well a animal 


The ca 


agraw w 


cages of 


purchased fre the 


will be in this top al 
hr elephants will be 
united ir at the Kelly-Miller 

per the a f the best 


anific 
ignific the 


carried. It 


Circu 


equipped, a 


canva any 


appear 
will now be 
well 


circu’ 
959 





NOT IN THE CIRCUS TRUST. 


John Robinson’s 10 Big Shows 


AMERICA’S OLDEST, RICHEST CIRCUS! A MODERNIZED, STUPEND 
OUS REALIZATION OF ALL THAT IS GREAT IN THE CIRCUS WORLD! 
4 RINGS, § COMBINED MENAGERIES, MIPPODROME AND GREAT 
WILD WEST, ALL UNITED IN ONE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH ! 


DIXON. TUESDAY, JUNE 28TH 


1,000 MEN WOMEN AND 
400 Horses 


O00 RARE ANIMAL EAAIB'TS 


15 MALE 
Is FEMALE 
10 MENAGE ACTS | 
50 AERIAL, ARTISTS! 
50 GYMNASTS t 


20 GREAT GROUND ACTS 


50 CLOWNS | 
6 BIG AERIAL THRILLERS 
15 FEATURE AGTS 1 


6----GREAT AERIAL THRILLERS-- 
S FAMOUS HERDS OF PERFORMING, BN JOHN ROBINSON'S SHOWS wa 
aa 


COMPLETE WILD WESI *2 


RIDERS t 
RIDERS! 


LAWANDA’S EIGHT BRAZILIAN RIDERS) 
Warren Travis, 
Strongest. gDare-Devilart 
GRAND CAME OF THE NATIONS 


$500,000 FREE STREET PARADE! 


* Daily, Doors Open at 1:0) and 7:00 PYM. 
tin the Circus Trust, con 
or Otherwise 


Two Performane 


The only 
Big Show 


cquently there will be No Advance in 





¥% x» — STAR BACK REVIEW —<« * ¥ 


ild Tigers & Tame Fleas 


By CHS Bill Ballantine 


Reviewed by Tom Barkinson 


It would seem that around Ringling, and written several ma The pag bout snakes are muct 
bothered about Latin names f jazi rtic about the sh ng more 1 vivid picture of life in 
f animals and carried on the old at ved and percepti t Side Josephine and her fellow 


about whether a li ] iL ' i reus life. And 1 tracti come thru as interestingly under 


in a fight, would t n m ps this further; it is his account author allantine typewriter treatment 
they did under artist Ballantine’s paint 


f the Ringling banner line a few 
f 


irst ircus trainers, not their anima 


But ir Wild Tige ; y ma h tond-out | ing ; 
Bill Ballentine braves those pitfa years ago, Similarly, his account 


n to write an excellent volume 


me Hubert Museum, which includes Roy 


Heckler’s flea circus, displays more of 
the warmth with which Ballantine re 
yard ne platform act 


abous circus animal 

Chapter account for elept 
and t chimps, sea li 
but also camels, snake 
Ir c ase Ballentine 


chapter is unusually 
Ng account of how Ring 
peculiaritie f the be ant men work an t make 
times gets into zoological distir 
turns to history arly effort ra char 1 J an APF Every Ballontine diso } 
k thot t t a at Roland Tiebor . ¢ 
] pecial kna r transcribing the ver 


lume mething guys. And with it come 


and historiar i tory ui at act r am 3 at accurately shows the circu 
2 text in ar v k vce ar Henr 2 ugh world inhabited by sentiment 


pent tim ) a and aI, warm-hearted people 


CHS MEMBER DIRECTORS REPORT CHINDAHL’S BOOK PUBLISHED 
NOW PARTNER IN CIRCUS mmittee of District Director WV Histor American Circus’ b' 


Glen Jarme f Hugo, Oklahom ha r p draft of the vised 3 je Chind ff t pre Chin 
purchased an interest in the Famou by-la r institution. If 2 Jahl, a member of the Circus Historica 
Circus. He has taken over the are , revisi , iety, died in 1957, leaving his manu 

“« whic 2 formerly held by - c . 4 < 
the show which w r hel ‘ 1 script unfinished, but also leaving volu 
D. R. Miller. Mr. Jarme active 
/ minous note that 

with the show. Johnnie be 
the agent, and France 
the advance of five pe 

Good luck t f wner Hert 


it was possible tc 
finish the manuscript. The book is said 
f great historical value, and 
as delved deeply into his sut 
re a number of very fine 


with the history, and 


Walter 


k well worth having. It 
The C 
and sells for five 
Your ed me ocr ‘ your vie A review will appea the Marck 
informatior Profes k y Becker Remembe e ha c aced April Bandw 
was at one 
on Circu 2 
me that was with them in 1893 | 7 it en 
jain in 1902, 1903, and 1904. Cha 7 t Sai , bette 
Duble nfirms that is the amé ising mor . in each i 
Henry ecker, wh was my neight 


CORRECTION DEPT. The last issue of 
the Bandwagon stated that it was under 
ceniber i tood th at_ Jean Jac \ was nm nger 
when | was a child in Dayton, a 2 i pita ldeort poste with the | Miller Circus. Thi 
that time was Director of the Day : y pts : a not tre Jean CHS Johnny P 
Municipal Band. Any  informatior and 7 ma Bandwo ] Miller and played the 
ticularly phot sld be apprecia ngele rea during the Christma: 


me \gnes W. King 
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As well as being 


DELIGHTFULLY AMUSING! 
EXTREMELY ENTERTAINING! 


and cram-jammed with zoological information 


plus scads of circus and animal anecdotes and lore 


Wild Tigers and Tame Fleas 
by BILL BALLANTINE 


contains a host of historical circus material 
especially interesting to members of C.H.S. 


MN You'll Read 


the history of the trained pig from Dan Rice through Li 
Kerslake to Bobby Nelson the history of the trainec 
bear and that of the all-time-great bruin trainers, the Pal 
lenbergs you'll find much information about anima 
acts in early vaudeville, including the first integrated act 
to play the Deep South, White, Black & Useless John 
White gives his firsthand account of the January mule anc 
the Pete Jenkins act there’s plenty about Jack Bonavita, 
Terrell Jacobs, Pete Taylor, Louis Roth, Chubby Gilfoyle, 
Bobby McPherson and other old-time trainers, as well as 
fascinating inside stuff on Clyde Beatty, Mable Stark anc 
Pat Anthony the latter’s Sarasota court battle is included, 
Anthony vs. Neighbors (subject: lion stink and roar) 


@ Recommended by JACK PAAR and GARRY MOORE on TY. 





Trevor Bale’s circus family tree is traced you'll visit the 
Tiebor family of sea-lion trainers and learn about the 
herd of camels that foxed the U. S. Army in 1856 you'll 
go with Jack Joyce back to the beginning of the performing 
camel to B.C. with chimpanzee hunters you'll learn 
the history of the St. Louis Zoo performing chimps and 
revel in the history of New York’s Flea Circus elephant 
historical material ranges from Caesar's bull, the first in 
London in 54 B.C. to a roistering, brass-knuckles account 
of Ringling Bros.’ 55-herd under Smokey Jones, 1955 


with authori 


plus MORE! MORE! MORE! 


THE CRITICS SAY: 


HURRY! HURRY! HURRY! weoneneoseneeseee 


MARKET FAIR, Main Street, NYACK, N. Y 


Here’s my five dollars for my autographed copy of 
Get Your Copy Today WILD TIGERS & TAME FLEAS 
ORDER from your Local 
Bookseller or get an 
AUTOGRAPHED COPY 
with this coupon 


—+ Recommended by CLIFTON FADIMAN in HOLIDAY Magazine 
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Circus Wagon History Fi 


The first illustration shows the steam 
calliope that was used on Howes Great 
London Shows for season of 1920. Thi 
wagon goes way back into early Jerry 
Mugivan and Bert Bowers days. | have 
a photo showing it on their Great Van 
Amburgh Shows in 1907, and possibly 
it dates back to 1904, the year that 
Mugivan and Bowers put their first cir 
cus on the road under the title of Great 
Van Amburgh. | have no idea who built 
the wagon or where Mugivan and Bowers 
got it. In 1908 they changed the name 
of their show to Howes Great London 
Shows and continued operation of that title 
through the 1916 season. It can be as 
sumed the calliope remained on the show 
although it is entirely possible it may 
have been switched over to Mugivan 
and Bowers second show which they put 
on the road for the 1911 season under 
title of Sanger’s Greater European Show 
which used the equipment of the Dode 
Fisk Shows which Mugivan and Bower 
purchased during the winter of 1910-11 
The Sanger title was used also in 1912 
and 1913, although Mugivan once said 
in an interview that they switched to the 
title of Robinson’s Famous Shows during 
the 1913 season. They had purchased 
that show from Danny Robinson in 1912 
However, most historians believe the title 
of Robinson’s Famous wasn’t used until 
1914, although it is entirely possible 
that a change of name did occur during 
mid-season 1913. Robinson's Famou 
Shows title was used on the second show 
for 1914, 1915, and 1916 became 
known as the John Robinson Circus, the 
title having been purchased from John 
G. Robinson in early 1916 

The Howes show did not go out in 
1917, 1918 or 1919, however, in 1917 
some Howe equipment was used 
large the John Robinson show. The steam 
calliope is believed to have been stored 
from 1917 until 1920, when Mugivan 
and Bowers again put the Howes Great 
London Show on the road for the 1920 
season with Danny Odom as manager 
The show that season traveled 
cars, with | advance, 4 stocks, 
and 4 coaches 

In the winter of 1920-21 the calliop: 
was sold to Palmer Bros. Big 3 Ring Wild 
Animal Circus, a new show being framed 
by W. F. ‘’Doc’’ Palmer, John T. Bach 
man, and Al Tinsch. The new show went 
out in 1921 and at the end of the season 
was sold to a group composed of Mike 
Golden, Milt Runkle and Chas, J, Adams, 
who had leased the Howes Great Lon 
don title from Mugivan and Bower 
They put the show out for the 1922 
season on 15 cars, with | advertising, 
stocks, 7 flats, and 4 coaches. In 192 


3 
3 
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By Joseph T. Bradbury 


W. Christy a couple 


still in use in 


W. Christy advertised in the 


15 car circu 


when it was built f 


wagon have been jinxed 1907 photc 


an automobile parked 


right next tc showing a wreck 


Steam calliope on Howes Great London Shows — Season 1920 


Palmer B 1in 1921 show 
portior calliope, and just 

2 few weeks ago | got an excellent photc 

f the bull herd of the Howes 1920 show 

standing next to the steamer, but here 

again | don’t have a complete view 

it as just part of the wagon is shown 


p | 


oto that was u: is the best 
And > if there ther reader 
»f the Bandwagon wt 1 help out 
making our magazine a succe if 
ave a good, clear p of thi 
calliope wagon, send it in 
yrinted in the following issu 


will be returned to you in 


The s < h hows the John 
Robinson steam calliope that is currently 
housed at the Ford Museum in Dearborn 
Mich. This beautiful wagon is in perfect 
condition as well as the instrument and 
many, many fans have seen it. It is in 
deed a must for any fan visiting in the 
Detroit area 

The wagon was built by the Bode Wa 
gon Works of Cincinnati for Mugivan 
and Bowers for use on their John Robin 

n Circus. | understand it was delivered 
in time to appear on that show fc the 
1917 season. The show that year wa 
on 45 cars, with 2 advertising, 11 stock 
20 flats, and 12 coaches, and was the 
largest show Mugivan and Bowers ever 
put out under the John Robinson title. 
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John Robinson Circus steam calliope at Ford Museum, Dearborn, Mich. 


A good bit of the 1916 Howes Great 
London show that had toured on 21 cars 
that season was combined with the John 
Robinson property to put out the huge 
show. Many observers say that the 1917 
John show was a whopper and a whale 
of a good show. The calliope remained 
on the show for the 1918, 1919, 1920, 
1921, and 1922 seasons. After the 1922 
season the calliope was stored in Peru, 
the Howes 1921 steamer being on John 
Robinson for the 1923, 1924, and 1925 
seasons. 

In the winter of 1924-25 the calliope 
was sold to Floyd and Howard King who 
pur it on their new 10 car Walter L. 
Main Circus in 1925. It remained on the 
Walter L. Main Circus through the 1927 
season and in 1928 and 1929 it was on 
the King brothers’ Gentry Bros. Circus. 
After the Gentry show went broke in 
Paris, Tenn. in the fall of 1929 the 
property was taken over by the Donald- 
son Lithographing Company and shipped 
to the old Hagenbeck-Wallace quarters 
in West Baden, Ind. where it was finally 
disposed of. In 1930 Andrew Donaldson 
presented the calliope to the Ford Mu- 
seum as an exhibit to perpetuate the 
memory of the American circus. One in- 
teresting thing about the wagon, note 
that the whistles have been moved to the 
top portion of the wagon. | assume this 
was done after the wagon got to the 
museum. A photo | have showing the 
wagon on John Robinson Circus in 1918 
has the whistles and keyboard in the 
customary place. 

The third photo shows the air calliope 
of the John Robinson Circus in parade 
in Memphis, Tenn. Sept. 12, 1921. Most 
everyone should recognize this wagon 


as one of the famous Gentry Bros. twin” 
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steam calliope wagons that were built 
by Sullivan & Eagle of Peru, Ind. about 
1902. The history of the other wagon is 
very well known and we will review it in 
this column at a later date, but facts 
concerning this particular “twin’’ are 
somewhat obscure. The photo shown is 


ERS CLO 


the earliest date | have for this wagon 
on the Mugivan and Bowers shows. How- 
ever, it is believed to have gotton to 
them some years earlier and was no 
doubt used as a steam calliope before 
being converted to air. | can only specu- 
late when Mugivan and Bowers got it, 
but would guess it to have been sometime 
around 1914. Am sure it would have 
been available by 1915 at least as 
Gentry was down to operating only one 
show that year, but perhaps it was avail- 
able earlier. Gentry did operate a second 
show in 1914 but it was only on 5 cars 
to begin the season and was later cut 
down to 3 cars, but | hardly think a 
wagon of this size could have been 
carried on a gilly show. Mugivan and 
Bowers would have needed another steam 
calliope for their second show which 
they started operating in 1911, although 
for a couple years the Sangers Greater 
European Shows was quite small and 
probably didn’t even carry a steamer. 
Anyway, if any readers can fill in the 
missing details as to when and how this 
Gentry twin wagon got to Mugivan and 
Bowers please let us know and we'll 
print it in a following issue, 

Anyway, after 1921 the air calliope 
was used on John Robinson in 1922 and 
1923, and may have been there in 1924. 
It was positively there in 1923 but ! 
doubt seriously if it was there in either 
1924 or 1925, as | think the Howes 
1921 air calliope was used those two 


HES* 


(Ralph Miller photo} 


Air calliope in parade, John Robinson Circus, 
Sept. 12, 1921, Memphis, Tennessee 





years, but again | am not positive that 
was the case. In mid-season 1925 
Chester Monohan’s 5 car Gollmar Bros 
Circus was enlarged to 10 cars with the 
flat car type 
from Mugivan and Bowers. Some specu 
late that this air calliope went into the 
enlarged show which lasted only a short 
time. For the 1926 season Arthur Hoff 
leased equipment from Mugivan 
Bowers for a 10 car, flat car typ 
called Heritage Bros., and the 
air calliope was definitely on this show 
Mugivan and Bowers 
equipment late in the season 
and returned it to Peru. The 
red at Peru until it was ren 
1934 Hagen 
used in the 

that 


Peru 


equipment being leased 


man 
and 
circus 


repossessd the 
thougt 
air calliop. 
then was st 

ovated and w 
beck-Wallace 
now famous 
After 1924 it until 
it was burned with a great other 
wagons about 1941. | have a photo of 
shape 
it's wheel 
long for thi 


nt out on the 
Circus 
parade 
stored at 


and 

given year. 
was 
many 


under a 
looking like 
whick 


it in sad resting wagon 


minus and 


shed 
it was not world 


indeed it wasn’t 


With the 
we have now covered all of the 
calliopes used in the Mugivan & Bower 
These three, plus the two shown 
and the Tw 


give 


completion of this article 


team 


parade 
in the Sept.-Oct. issue, 
Jesters shown in Christmas 
a total of 6 which is all of the steamer 
| know of that they ever used. Of course 
and 


issue, 


this doesn’t include both the Spark 
Al G. Barnes steamers which they got in 
the fall of 1928. Sparks did parade in 
1929 Mugivan Bowers 
agement, so | 
different steamers that 

One error was in my last article which 
| would like to call attention to. | said 
that the winter of 1920-21 was the last 
that Sells-Floto wintered in Denver. That 
wintered there 


under and man 


there were really 7 


they 


guess 
used 


is not correct as they als 

following the 1921 

into Peru quarters for the first 
1922-2 


season, and went 
time th 
winter of 

Also Bill Woodcock 
tention the following most 
of information. ‘Believe you list in the 
Sept.-Oct. issue 20 cars in 1919 for 
Yankee Circus. Gue rot i 
correct as far as it goes, but thi 


brings to my at 


interesting bit 


Robinson 
show 
ometimes came home with more plunder 
than it started with 
often buying stuff 

Yank show at Hot Springs 
Distinctly 
Also saw th 
28 cars. As | remember it, there 
even coaches, six stocks, and 14 flat 

The show did not parade that day. This 
than 


due to Buchanan 
enroute. | saw the 
Nov 1919 
remember counting 27 car 
bill car which would make 


were 


show was much lighter and smaller 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 


and the 


which | also saw 
latter had 28 
two ahead. The Yank 
three camel 
menagerie, but had 
spotted 


the same season, 
cars with it, and 
show had only 
and 6 cages in the 
two working dens in the big top 
Latter was mounted 
They had 


seven bull 


behind the arena 


platform wagon canvas 


Bill Woodcock’s Circus Album 


Is is not known exactly when th 
above photo of the Sells-Floto Circu 
canvas spool wagon was taken. How 
that it and the 


taken around 


ever, we can assume 
tw mall shots were 
1919 

| had a very warm friendship witt 
Capt. William H. ‘‘Bill’’ Curtis, the 
canvas spool. He told 
first spool in 1910 
quarters of the 


inventor of the 
built the 
Denver 
It had an 


me he 
at_the winter 
Floto 
as a spindle 
by turning a big 
is shown in the 
and 


show Id quarter pole 


hand powered 


and wa 
crank as the man 
photo. This wagon 
when they started 


with these contrar 


was a test 
playing for keep’ 
tions, a pipe 


teel spindle was use 


ring had five seat 
ike the Curtis seats. Latter 
d along the front side 


ace between the wagons wa 


curbs, al 
were simply 


and opened 


not filled in as was the 


Curti 


Another time, 1926, | 
bins Br Circus. Thi 


case 


wagons 


pened 


with 24. On 


cars and closed 
were 4 stocks, 6 c 9 flat 
During the 
two steel flats, and a 
When the two flat 
eliminated 


train 


pening 
there 
and the bill car 
short stock car 
added 


came on, no flat car 


season a 
coach were 
were 
© there was so much room on the 
that didn’t 


gons, tha 


remove poles from wa 


Look 


setting on 


they 


fr several of them 


ed funny to s a wagon 


Power was then provide 

engine located at the rear of 

These unit 
aver but 

conva Sells-Flot 

lace and John Robin 
»ws that 


were great labor 
very hard on the 
Hagenbeck-W 


wagon 
were 


n were the y 
used them. As_ far 
w there were three spool 
f the above show two for the 
ind one for the 


ever 


with 


menageri¢ 


CORRECTION—In the last issue of 
the Bandwagon an error occured in 
the Golden Chariot story. The Walte 
L. Main circus became the refurbished 
Great William P 1905 
than vica tated 


Hall Shows in 
rather 


ind dowr 

Bob Schiller 
quarters in Denver and 
Thin 


Only 


uncing up 


went 


ught old Sells-Floto wagon 
they were 
t them onto the ent 
thers t Three c 3 on the 
how were an old pole 


Granger 
wag water 
wagon 
painted 
The Flame me 
| suppose. Just happened te 
that in 1919 on the 


wagon 


wagon lately 
lettere Battle of 


kind a fire sh 


and a sec 
orange and 
remember 
Yank lot, | noted a 
newly 
throug paint and 
Cole Bro: arid T 


Somethin 


baggage Painted, but old 
title howing 
that 


Shows 


new 


title wa ured 


from Augustu' 


Jone utfit, doubtle 
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UNDER THE BIG TOP 





Some Inside Facts About Buffalo Bill’s 


On April 7, 1906 | shook 
James A. Bailey 
& Bailey Circu: 
New York 


route 


hand: 

owner of the Barnum 
in Madison Square Gar 
City and went ahead on 


with 


den 
the 

Leaving wife in New York City | 
Boston the way for the 
coming of the big show to that city the 
June 18. When | left Mr. Bailey 
in apparently the best of health 
at Mount 


later, on 


my 
went tc to pave 
week of 
he wa 
However, he died in his 
Vernon, N.Y 
April 11. He 

| was ordered to 
to attend the 
April 14. A 
to take 
one thousand in number 
to Mt. Vernon, a distance of 
twenty 

Mr. Bailey had been 
the Methodist Church the funeral 
ervices were conducted by Rev. H. H 
Beatty of the Methodist Church 


home 


only five day 
tricken with erysipela 


New York 
held 


wa 


return to 


funeral which wa: 


special train was arranged 
the employes of the show, about 
from New York 
about 
mile 

affiliated with 


and 


Sold Out 


Madison Square 
was completely dark on the 14th, The 
entire capacity had been sold out for 
the two performances for that date, ir 
advance, but the money was refunded 
and tickets for other performances were 
issued 

All with the show knew it 
operated the balance of the year 
ever, | started plans for future seasons 
and planned to go back to the Wallacé 
Circus as | had promised Mr. Wallace. 


However, | soon advised that 
contract with Mr, Bailey had two 
years to run and that as Mr. Bailey 
owned the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show 
| would be transferred to that show which 
was managed by Mr. Mcaddon, a brother 
of Mr. Bailey 


Joins Buffalo Bill 


| was one of a very few persons that 
were personally engaged by Mr. Bailey 
hence did not feel like trying to break 
my contract after he had died, so | went 
over to the Buffalo Bill show for the re 
maining years 

Col. Wm. F. Cody 
a name it became—popular and known 
by every human being familiarly. Buffalo 
Bill did not crave notoriety, it was forced 
upon him by friendly admirers 


Of course the Garden 


would bi 
How 


wa my 


more 


in-law 


what 


Buffalo Bill 


He himself preferred to ride along on 


the plane of frolicsomeness and let the 
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“Wild West” 


From ‘The Perry Daily Chief,” Perry, lowa 


By R. M. Harvey 


“Buffalo Bill’’ 


itself. He enjoyed 
nally. He would 
sup of 
bathroom, or 


entertaining people per 
be found in the 
paper 
r hotel 


=nsational 


center of a gr 


new men ina cafe 
lobby 


storie 


and 
all 
would 

offices. 


telling anecdotes 


they would 


entranced that 


and 
they 
their 


become s¢ 


forget the deadline back in 


Not A Self Made Man 

Yes, Buffalo Bill 
would call a self 

made by others as far as reputation went 
Men Dexter Louis E, Cook 

Major Burke and Charley Thompson were 


was not what one 


made man, He wa 


like Fellow 


busy creating publicity for him 
While there 


for storie about hi 


wa. ome basis in his 
life 
ences, and his 
buffalo k 
Union Pacific 


generally 


military experi 
his 
the 


of what 


and 
with 


scouting work 
lling and his dealing 
Railroad, much 


wa written about was pure 


fiction, for 1 he 
Most hi 
place 
Great 
and 


whic was not responsible 


hunting experiences tool 


Dodge City, Liberal 
Kansas and around Salida 
Colorado, and 


railroad 


around and 
Bend in 
Grand Junction in 


the Union Pacific 


along 


In Debt 


Buffalo Bill did not 
between a 
bothered 


Always 
the differ 
dollar. He 

He 


know 
and a 
finance: 


ence dime 


never about was 


debt to the ticket 
always owed every man on the 
the 


always in 
the 


show 


wagon on 
show 
small 


amounts or possibly all 


men would him small 

He always 
articles of some kind or money 
fountain pen | ever 
me by Buffalo Bill 

If Buffalo Bill 
pocket and a man came up to borrow one 


dollar he 


owe amounts 


giving 
The 


given tc 


was liberal away 
first 
owned was 


had two dollars in hi 


would promptly give it to him 


Name Towns 


several small 
after 
one of which is Cody 
That has become 
beautiful place and not 
the country 


were towns in the 
The principal 


Wyoming 


There 


country named him. 


quite a 
like 


town, a 


any similar 


town in 


Any person going to Wyoming should 
Cody 


entertained 


certainly go to and they will be 


amazed and 


The Buffalo Bill Show 
The Buffalo Bill Wild We: 
the 
cheapest big show 
three 


Show, wa 
the 
It had 
hundred but they 
the ponies and not 
like the big heavy horses circuses carried 

Most of the the 
participated in the drills and parades of 
the military 


one of largest and also one of 
ever organized 
horses with it, 
were mostly size of 


men with show whc 
ection of the program, pre 
detachments of the 
many countries of the world 


cheap men, satisfied to work 


senting military of 
all 


for meager 


were 


wages as long as they were well fed and 


provided with flashy uniforms 
The 


of expert 
the price of 


how always carried a company 
work 
admission and 
were the world’s best rifle 
Johnny Baker and Annie Oakley 
latter two could the load of 


performance 


trick riders whose wa 
then 
shots, 


The 
the 


worth 


there 


carry 


Fond of Liquor 


Buffalo Bill's main personal weaknes: 
was his fondne liquor. Many day 
he would be so drunk he could not take 
his usual place on his horse at the head 
of their procession in the arena, and 
they would put him in an open carriage 
and drive him around the arena so the 
public could that Buffalo Bill wa 
really with the show 


for 


see 


His work as an expert shot was a fake 
The cartridges and shells he used were 
so loaded that he could not fail to hit the 
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clay pigeon r break 
he tried. No, Buffalo Bi 
missed out of the perforr 
So even without Buff. 
in the program, the 
good with the publi 
maker unti 
routing 


Pawnee Bill Joins 


ance an the man 
was ¢ d to the title 
to read BUFFALO BILL 
BILL’S Wild West Show 


An effort was made t 


Poor Business 


Finis of Wild West Show 


The 


done 
ispirin: 
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Baraboo Museum Fund Drive Opens 


Ernie Zimmerly painting Columbia Bandwagon 
at Circus World Museum in Baraboo. 


Early in December the capital expansion fund drive 


Museum, Inc at 
Chappy Fox i 


opened 
Wise. Our 


chairman 


Barat 
yeneral 
f thi drive. All r f the C.H.S 


f the brochure with etter from 


have receive 


Chappy outlining plans 


for this fir c museum 


The Circus World Museum i and the Museum of 
the Circus in Sarasot t only two large institutions in 


the United State 


playing circu 


lusively to preserv and dis 
viously one of the 


the Circus H 5 y peratior 


prime aims of 


with the two organ 


izations. In past issue andwagon you have been posted 


as to the prog ta project 


Since beginning the Baraboo capital fund drive a number 
fine contributic have been received and it is felt 

f 150,000 dollars will be achieved. A 
United 


which wa 


story 

2 F tk t th States con 
appeared throughout the Sta cor 
cerning rec the America Calliope recently 


moved n Barat This wagon was last seen 
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The C.H.S. is cooperating with the Baraboo museum in 


attempting to have the Barnum, Bailey and Hutchison wagon 
moved from the old Christy quarters in Houston to Baraboo 
Preliminary arrangements have already been made by repre 
sentatives of the Christy. 
C.H.S. in Houston are attempting te 


the other end. 


museum with Mr. Members of the 


get things moving from 


Many members of the C.H.S. have already taken mem 
berships in the Circus World Museum which are available at 
the cost of $5.00 for one year, $25.00 for 6 years and $50.00 
for 15 years and $100.00 for life 


Early in January a member of the Circus Historical Society 
donated $200.00 to the World Circus Museum in behalf of 
the Circus Historical Society. It is hoped other members will 


give support to this Proportionate to their 


project financial 


ability 


Serious consideration is being given at this time to holding 
the 1959 convention of the Circus Historical Society in Bara 
boo. It is hoped that the official opening of the museum will 
1959. At this time 
Cus. 9 meet that early in 
the summer. It is expected that the president will make an 
announcement concerning the 


be on July Ist, it has not definitely been 


decided whether the will be able 


location and the date of the 
C.H.S. convention in the March-April issue of the Bandwagon 


Band Masters 


with 


Circus »4 Seasons 


1841 Through 1958 
$1.00 


Over 1300 Entries 


CIRCUS HISTORY 
559 Marion St. Sheridan, Wyo. 
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